SHORT

Fusing soul-rock, folk psychedelia, and and alternative R & B sound, amandla is fronted by Claude Coleman, Jr, the 25 years and still going strong veteran of Ween.
MID
Laughing Hearts is the new third amandla release on Claude Coleman, Jr.’s imprint Marshall Hotel Records and continues fusing the pop sounds of soul-jazz-rock, folk psychedelia, and alternative R & B, taking it to the road.

Much like its predecessor The Full Catastrophe - reviewed as 'a minor masterpiece' - Laughing Hearts was created during a period of personal collapse for the veteran Ween drummer, followed by relocation, resettling and regrowth. It is the portrayal of journeys and landscapes, and the discoveries of new truths. Recorded in studios across the country, Laughing Hearts includes special guests such as Kirk Kirkwood and Mike Dillon. The record has garnered raving early reviews, and is perhaps the most potent amandla release yet.
LONG

Fusing soul-rock, folk psychedelia, and and alternative R & B sound, Claude Coleman, Jr, the 25 years and still going drummer veteran of Ween, is taking amandla and their newest album, Laughing Hearts, on the road.
On record, amandla is Coleman as singer‐songwriter/multi-instrumentalist performing on all instruments, as well as engineering and producing. Live, he fronts the group on guitar. 
Laughing Hearts is the new third amandla release on Coleman’s imprint Marshall Hotel Records and follows The Full Catastrophe, a record bridging the pop sounds of Squeeze, jazz rock and folk psychedelia, and reviewed as a ‘minor masterpiece’. Catastrophe took over the span of four years, prolonged by the event of a near-fatal car accident that Coleman took over one year to rehabilitate and relearn skills in order to continue.

Much like its predecessor The Full Catastrophe - reviewed as 'a minor masterpiece' - Laughing Hearts was created during a period of personal collapse followed by relocation, resettling and regrowth. It is the portrayal of journeys and landscapes, and the discoveries of new truths.  Recorded in studios across the country, Laughing Hearts includes special guests such as Kirk Kirkwood and Mike Dillon. The record has garnered raving early reviews, and is perhaps the most potent amandla release yet.
“My entire life broke down to a carload of belongings. In whatever way I could, by any means necessary, I traveled and I recorded, and I wrote, with no plan. The rest I assumed would be sorted by the Universe, which would be my dividend for my Love to it, and the world around me, despite all the heartbreak and failure.” – Claude Coleman, Jr
Currently amandla is performing locally around the Asheville, NC and southeast area with select shows nationally, as well as Ween after-party shows. amandla is aiming to tour steadily throughout 2018 in support of Laughing Hearts, including co-headlining tours with artists such as Angelo Moore & Brand New Step. amandla has just completed a month-long tour with Mike Dillon Band, following amandla’s last tour opening for Dean Ween Group. Laughing Hearts has just been released on vinyl.
FULL

Fusing soul-rock, folk psychedelia, and alternative R & B sound, Claude Coleman, Jr, the perversely dexterous drummer for 25 years of Ween, is taking amandla and their newest album, Laughing Hearts, on the road.
A native of Newark, NJ and current resident of Asheville, NC, Claude Coleman, Jr is  a veteran drummer, singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, engineer / producer, in addition to working professionally as teacher, writer, web/graphic designer and carpenter/builder. His twenty-five-plus year tenure with Ween has helped elevate the group to near-legendary status as one the world’s most dynamic live shows.
For his group amandla he is the entire band, and performs on all instruments as well as engineering and producing, and live fronts the group on guitar. the engineer and producing on record, and fronting the group live on guitar. 
His work and discography as a drummer is wild and eccentric, and covers a wide collection of New York area artists as well as national/international artists, including Eagles of Death Metal and Marco Benevento. Named as personal favorites of Josh Homme and Les Claypool, online fans drop his name amongst the company of Bill Bruford and Steve Gadd. An upcoming spread in a photo-book of the worlds’ top drummers will see Coleman sharing pages with the likes of Clem Burke and Roy Haynes.

Coleman also has the fine honor of being cast as himself on television in a triplicate of different likenesses. In the first appearance he was cast as a mildly inaccurate Caucasian in cartoon form for Ween’s performance on South Park’s Chef Aid Episode; the second appearance Coleman was in the form of a puppet on Crank Yankers (Comedy Central), and in the third appearance finally in his human form, cast into an episode of Naked Brothers Band(Nickelodeon Channel).

A 1986 graduate of Columbia High School in Maplewood, NJ, Coleman engaged himself fully in their robust arts programs, and was the fastest hurdler in the state, passing over several scholarship offers to study Jazz drums at Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts. From this point onward to our present day, he’s maintained an average of three to five projects, performing and recording in each one.

In 1989, one of his groups Skunk signed to TwinTone Records becoming labelmates with The Replacements, Soul Asylum, and Husker Du.  It was Skunk that helped Ween to sign with TwinTone, which began their path.  After two Skunk releases and much touring with bands such as Babes In Toyland the band broke up, and in 1992 The Ween featuring Coleman and Kramer on bass became the first live Ween band variation.
In 2001, Coleman self-released the first amandla record, Falling Alone, recorded in the old Waterfront Studio in Hoboken, NJ, the old studio of Lenny Kravitz. The sound moved from rock to folk to folk-psychedelia and blues, and featured Gene Ween on the Marc Bolan cover Summer Deep.

In 2002, during the making of his second record Coleman survived a near-fatal car accident. Hospitalized for 35 days, he suffered multiple pelvic fractures and brain injuries resulting in paralysis of the left side of his body, and was wheelchair bound for three months. Coleman intensified his already full-time rehabilitation at Kessler Institute by adding outside therapists, and in just four months made an unannounced return to the stage to a Gene Ween solo set, after only a few weeks of being on his feet. In exactly one year, Ween took to the road again with their full time schedule and their original drummer.
amandla’s The Full Catastrophe was then self-released in 2007, the title taken from Zorba the Greek and the meditation teachings of Dr. Jon Kabat-Zinn. The Full Catastrophe again featured Coleman on every instrument as he re-acquired his music and cognitive skills, incorporating everything as therapy including the patchbay soldering needed build his studio. It has been reviewed as “a minor masterpiece”. The music and his dramatic recovery have been featured by NPR’s To the Best of Our Knowledge and The New York Times.
Much like its predecessor The Full Catastrophe - reviewed as 'a minor masterpiece' - Laughing Hearts was created during a period of personal collapse followed by relocation, resettling and regrowth. It is the portrayal of journeys and landscapes, and the discoveries of new truths.  Recorded in studios across the country, Laughing Hearts includes special guests such as Kirk Kirkwood and Mike Dillon. The record has garnered raving early reviews, and is perhaps the most potent amandla release yet. 
“My entire life broke down to a carload of belongings. In whatever way I could, by any means necessary, I traveled and I recorded, and I wrote, with no plan. The rest I assumed would be sorted by the Universe, which would be my dividend for my Love to life and the world around me despite all the heartbreak and failure.”

Currently amandla is performing locally around the Asheville, NC and southeast area with select shows nationally, as well as Ween after-party shows. amandla is aiming to tour steadily throughout 2018 in support of Laughing Hearts, including co-headlining tours with artists such as Angelo Moore & Brand New Step. amandla has just completed a month-long tour with Mike Dillon Band, following amandla’s last tour opening for Dean Ween Group. Laughing Hearts has just been released on vinyl. 
Coleman is also developing SoundSpace, a music practice space facility in Asheville, NC which will be the first of its kind for Asheville. This facility will feature the restoration of a landmark African-American soul-food kitchen/café, with murals on the property depicting its famous motel guest history.
